[Severe pain and livid discoloration in the left leg of a 32-year-old patient after intravascular heroin injection].
Acute leg ischemia after intra-arterial drug injection represents a critical vascular emergency scenario. Due to lack of evidence-based standards therapeutic strategies are oriented to the underlying pathomechanisms. For a sufficient therapy a close clinical monitoring and laboratory analyses as well as treatment with analgesics, anticoagulants, anti-inflammatory and spasmolytic agents are of utmost importance. This article reports on the diagnostic and therapeutic approaches in a 32-year-old patient with acute leg ischemia after intra-arterial administration of heroin and secondary infection with Peptostreptococcus and Peptoniphilus species.